Foer sinee 1 maved 1o Queerssland from heland
12 yeurs agw, Pov aliweays belteved thal the cane
toad has haid o bad rafe, 1 see parenits passing
on thewr hatred of them by running them aver,
My son iy lrarming an school that they are pests,
Pve told him that God loves eoery ervalure,

Fvebeers the only (1 think ) votce uf support for the
rane toad sinee [ eame e, My theory os ths:
The vane toads didn’t ask to be brought herr
Fhere 15 a greater scheme of things happening
that we may wot be aware of pust vet, f believe
that we will ane day find out something about
the eane touds that will make il tnvaivable i
the greater scheme of things. The olher species
that arr becopang u‘lrm.‘,"‘fmuumrf well, maybe
1y their time to end their evolution and the cane
tontel 18 gust fere to help them along

(Can you e hme the cane toad may fit in with

aur current cvolution ?

Many thanks,
Trash,

SCOTT: “"What a great question, Trish!

| have always advocated the view
that, like Cane Toad, we (as white
settlers) are technically an introduced
or ‘feral’ species herein Australia.
The difference being that we view
ourselves as being members of the
human race and, therefore, indigenous
to Mother Earth. | try to remind people
of this fact,while pointing out that,
although Cane Toad's position inits
present environmen! is obviously
detrimental, it should be allowed
1o share the relationship to the Earth
Mother that we so boldly claim for
ourselves.CaneToad, like allintroduced
or ‘feral’ animals should be recognised,
at leastas beingindigenous 1o
Mother Earth, and therefore sacred
in their own right. We, as white
people, forget [or choose to ignore)
the fact that we did a lot of damage
to an otherwise perfect people
when we’settled’ Australia some 200
years ago. We forget that Cane Toad,
along with every other animal now
regarded as ‘vermin'did not come
here of their own accord, and although
their presence has had a permanent
and possibly negative affect on our
land and its animals, it is my view that
we should be blaming ourselves and
not the animals per se.

To percelve certain  animals  as
being feral and destructive 1o the

environment actually says a lot about
how we view ourselves and our place
in this country as white peaple, in my
view, What we perceive is generally
reflective of what we are projecting
at the time or how we feel about
ourselves on a deeper level. We
view these animals as being vermin
because, perhaps, subconsciously, we
acknowledge the fact that we have a
lot to answer for, Perhaps we actually
see ourselves as being the problem
and not the animals at all.

Cane Toad is equipped with pouches
on the side of its head, that when
squeezed or tormented, these pouches
exude a toxic venom, This venom
represents Cane Toad's self-image. He
suffers from self-loathing and believes
himself to be less than worthy of
most of life's simple pleasures. He
radiates self-loathing, and that is what
he attracts. Cane Toad has much 1o
share, but who would listen to such
a horrid looking creature? The more
he tries to speak up, the more he is
shunned. | do not believe that Cane
Toad is here to help the other animals
‘end their evolution. | don't believe
anyone - animal or human - has that
right. That choice lies with Spirit
and the animals in question, Legend
says that deep within the Toad lies a
precious stone. This precious stone
represents Toad’s self-love and gift 10
the people, Everyone has such a stone,

with most proud enough to display it.
Toad, however, has over the centuries
pushed his precious stone deep down
within himsell in a vain attempt to
forget it. Toad embodies those of us
who feel worthless, shunned, forsaken
or cursed. It is said that all healing
must come from within. We can visit
all the healers in the world, but if we
do not want to heal, we won't. It is
also said that there is no such thing
as a sick person who is not grieving
for something. To address that for
which we grieve, to take responsibility
for our own healing and to remember
our ‘sacred stone’ would mean that
we could shake the self-loathing of
Toad and, once again, walk our path as
whole, united people. The sacred stone
hidden deep within Toad is said to
hold the anti-venom needed to reverse
the affects of its own poison, thus the
cure to its self-loathing lies within its
inner-knowing. When we look at the
Dreaming of Cane Toad in relation to
the animals that are most affected
by its venom, we are able to broaden
our understanding of those aspects of
ourselves that give reason for its (and
therefore our) sell-loathing.”
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Scott Alexander King is the author of
‘Animal Dreaming - The Symbolic and
Spiritual Language of the Australian
Animals.” For more info on Scott and his
work visit www.circleofstones.com.au
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